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NEWS BITES! 

e VFNCA 2001 Spring Campout will be held at the Grampians 26 — 30 October 2001. It will be based at Camp 
Acacia in Halls Gap. Accommodation and meals — Friday dinner to Tuesday lunch inclusive $170 — $175, Friday 
dinner to Sunday lunch inclusive $100.00. Meals only Friday to Tuesday $110.00, Friday to Sunday $70.00. 
Attending but not staying or eating at Camp Acacia $30.00. Booking forms are now available and they would 
like them returned with a self addressed enveloped as soon as possible. The final date for payment is 7 
September. Excursions will be finalised closer to time. Copies of the booking forms are available tonight from 
Ray Baverstock. 


° ANGAIR 2001 WILDFLOWER SHOW will be held at the Memorial Hall - Anglesea on Saturday 22 — Sunday 23 
September, 10.00 — 5.00 pm. Admission ($4.00 — $2.00) includes bus tours and guided walks. Special feature 
this year — A Wildlife experience — alive and up close — reptiles, insects, spiders and sea life. GFNC will have a 
display at the show this year. Anyone interested in assisting please contact Alison 52661087. 


Survey of the Point Richards Reserve 


This important reserve contains significant wetland and remnant vegetation. It is situated on the 
outskirts of Portarlington. The GFNC committee hopes to survey the site for flora and fauna on 
Saturday 13th October. The activity would be undertaken in conjunction with the Portarlington 
Foreshore Committee and Coastcare/Coast Action. Portarlington residents and members of local 
groups interested in the preservation of the habitat at Point Richards will be invited to join us . 
Please note this date in your diary and let Barry Lingham know if you can assist (Ph. 5255 4291). 
More details will be available in the next issue of the Naturalist. 


EXCURSION TO INVERLEIGH COMMON 
19 AUGUST, 2001 


We have made a small alteration to this excursion. We will leave from our Club Rooms behind Clairvaux College at 
9.00 am and proceed to Bannockburn. 


We will meet again on the corner of Teesdale-Shelford Road and Stephen's Road at 9.30 am. We have made 
arrangements with Barwon Water to have a walk through the Stephen's Road bushland (Yellow Gums) where their 
sewage ponds are located. We will check some of the 70 nest boxes they have installed, where we have already had 
Eastern Rosellas, Owlet Nightjars and Sugar Gliders taking up residence. This is a very attractive area of open Yellow 
Gum woodland and Themeda grassland. 


Depending on the length of time spent at Stephen's Road, we can have lunch in the Bannockburn Bush, or move on to 
Inverleigh Common, perhaps Fern Track where the Wedge-tailed Eagles have nested. Also a good orchid area. 


Leaders: Gordon McCarthy 5243 1826 and Dave King 5243 9136 


Tonight is our 40th anniversary dinner. 
Our guest speaker will be foundation member and first President — Trevor Pescott. 


Next month... 


Dr Beth Gott will speak on 'Aboriginal Land Management and Use of Plants in SE Australia.' 

Her present position is Honorary Research Associate, Dept. Biological Sciences, Monash University. 

During the past 16 years, Dr Beth Gott has been involved in the establishment of databases of plant species used by 
Aborigines in South Eastern Australia. These include research into Aboriginal names for plants. She has given 


consultative advice to Koorie organisations, Southern Bushfood Network, schools, Government departments, 
individual researchers and members of the public on many topics associated with plant use and land management by 
Koories. She lectures at Monash University, Victoria University, Deakin University, Latrobe University, Southern 
School of Natural Therapies, and to many community groups. 


Beth is the author of two popular books: 
Gott, B. & Conran,J. 1991 Victorian Koorie Plants. Yangennanock Women's Group, Hamilton, Vic.3300. 
Zola, N. & Gott, B. 1992 Koorie Plants, Koorie People. Koorie Heritage Trust, Melbourne. 


For more notices... 
see pages 5, 13 & 14 
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OUT AND ABOUT 


(from somewhere in Queensland!) 


We didn't expect to find mallee in 


the mountains of East Gippsland. 
However, at the Little River Gorge, 
not far from the tiny settlement of 
Seldom Seen, we found the 
Suggan Buggan (Rock) Mallee 
Eucalyptus saxatilis growing 
among the rocky outcrops 
overlooking the deep, dark gorge. 


It is a typical many-stemmed small 
mallee tree. Its bark is smooth and 
is shed in long ribbons. Its dull 
green leaves are lance-shaped, its 
stemless buds are like squat blue- 
green nails and its fruit is cup- 
shaped. 


The Little River Gorge, the deepest 
in Victoria, is 4 km long and up to 
500 m deep. It has eroded out of 
the rock known as Snowy 
Mountain Volcanic. Some 400 
million years ago Eastern Victoria 
was cut in two by a huge rift valley 
which over the next few million 
years was partially filled by 
successive layers of lava. A long 
period of erosion followed, then 
volcanic activity started up again 
and a caldera covering 100 sq km 
was created. A lake formed within 
it Molten lava meeting water 
caused violent eruptions. The top 
layers of the gorge rocks are 
formed of these later lava flows 
and ash deposits. 


The gorge was impressive, but we 
were more impressed by the 
incongruous combination of seeing 
mallee trees whilst listening to 
Lyrebirds calling across the valley. 


The Suggan Buggan Mallee, whilst 
not exactly seldom seen, is 
nevertheless of very limited 
distribution, occurring only in this 
part of Gippsland, which is in a 
relative rain shadow area. We 
became even more aware of this 
as we made the long winding 
descent into Suggan Buggan. 
About half way down, the eucalypt 
forest suddenly gives way to 
Cypress Pines Callitris 
glancophylla. 


... Valda Dedman 


We're travelling north now and 
have been meeting pines all along 
the way, a far cry from the lone 
pines of Jackson's Creek that | 
wrote about last month. We may 
think of the eucalypt as Australia's 
national tree and long for the smell 
of a gum leaf when we are 
overseas, however we tend to 
forget that there are vast pine 
forests here. There are timber- 
mills in south central Queensland, 
for instance, devoted solely to 
cypress pine. Its wood is durable 
and white ant resistant. 


We've noticed a different mix in the 
roadside vegetation since we left 
Victoria. The Cypress Pines and 
Casuarinas, sometimes in pure 
stands, have been constants, and 
we've passed through Poplar Box 
and Spotted Gums, Pilliga scrub 
and Brigalow, and now we're 
seeing Bauhinias and bottle trees. 


We spent one night in a forest. 
Southwood National Park, near 
Moonie, is 712 ha permanently 
preserved as an example of 
Brigalow, so much of which has 
been cleared for agriculture. We 
were camped in mixed Brigalow- 
Belar with some Buloak and Poplar 
Box. When breezes passed 
through, first the Casuarinas (Belar 
and Buloak) sighed and the Poplar 
Box leaves started to rustle. 
Brigalow is an acacia Acacia 
harpophylla with silver-grey foliage 
and bright yellow ball flowers. Its 
bark is black and deeply furrowed. 
It formerly covered vast areas of 
Queensland, with rainfall of 750 
mm to 500 mm annually. 


Now we are at Isla Gorge National 
Park where we haven't seen a 
single Cypress Pine. The most 
unusual plant here stands like a 
sentinel on the ridge tops. We saw 
it last year too, at Salvator Rosa 
National Park, where Major 
Mitchell first found it in July 1846. 
He described it thus: 

One grew on a large stalk, from 

which leaves radiated without 


other or any branches. The 
leaves, hanging gracefully 
around the stem, gave to this 
shrub the resemblance of the 
plumes of a síaff-officer. The 
outer side of each leaf was dark 
and shining, the inner white and 
woolly. Rarely these tall stems 
separated into two. Other 
branches there were none. 
Mitchell did not identify this plant, 
and as yet | do not know its name. 
It can grow three metres tall. The 
heart-shaped leaves on stout furry 
stems are bigger than my hand 
and strongly veined. They hang 
curled with shiny side outwards. 


It is very dry here. The main 
summer rainfall was below 
average and the land is still waiting 
for its follow-up winter rains. The 
soft downy plants droop listlessly, 
their leaves curl inwards or hang 
with their silvery reflective sides 
towards the sun.  Hard-leaved 
shrubs are rigid. Many are tough 
survivors with spines on stems or 
leaf-tips. 


Isla Gorge National Park is.a 
complex series of gorges cut down 
through very soft sandstone. 
Some parts are very steep and 
sheer, but the section below the 
camp ground is a more open valley 
with exposed rock-faces around 
the rim, eroded with caves and 
hollows. 


We walked, or rather scrambled, 
down steep enough slopes, to the 
dry creek at the bottom (& toiled up 
again!) The sandstone at the top 
was fine and crumbly, farther down 
it was coarse grained and near the 
bottom it became a sandy 
conglomerate. The vegetation 
changed vertically too -— 
Grasstrees at the top and grasses 
(Black Spear Grass, Barbed-wire 
Grass and Blady Grass) at the 
bottom. 


It may be somewhat drought- 
stricken here, but dawn and sunset 
are spectacular. There is no dawn 
chorus and we wake to sudden 
light and silence. Then the sun 
comes through the gap and turns 
the creamy rock to gold. Evening 
is the time for pinks and reds, and 
when the sun has disappeared, the 
western rim becomes fiery scarlet. 
It is a good place to be in mid-July. 


<> 
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ON LOCAL CALLITRIS POPULATIONS 


...Mark Trengove 
Geelong Indigenous Nursery 


ln articles about remnant Callitris glaucophylla populations (such as the recent one by 
Valda in the July Geelong Naturalist), it is sometimes stated that the Batesford 
population is now extinct. | don’t know where this view originated from but | am happy to 
report that it is not the case. 


| have been able to locate three trees that still exist on the Belcher property, the oldest 
of which is a tree that looks like it has been there a very long time. The population still 
produces viable seed and has been the source for the Callitris plantings at: Buckley 
Falls. | planted six trees on Bill Honey's property (adjacent to the Belchers) in 1993, five 
of which are growing well. Late last year | took Geoff Carr from Ecology Australia to 
record the occurrence for the CoGG biodiversity plan (Geoff also assumed it was 
extinct). We recorded a quadrat at the site, where | located one seedling that had 
naturally regenerated near the oldest specimen, which | placed a guard around. 


The Moorabool, Leigh and Werribee Gorge populations are also still extant. 


WHITE-FACED HERONS 


...Carolyn Macafee 


WWhite-taced Herons were to me, a novice bird-watcher, solitary creatures. In our first years at Barwon Heads | had 
been thrilled to have one occasionally visit our 'rejuvenated' saltmarsh. 


In July 2000 Polly and | were walking through Murtnaghurt and were surprised to see 10 fly in together. Imagine my 
surprise, when in May 2001 | saw 150 flying over our property. | commented on this to a fellow birder who had just 
played golf at Barwon Heads Golf Club and he too had noted this unusual flocking. 


On June 9" | counted 250 of these birds as they flew from the saltmarsh north of Barwon Heads Golf Club into our 
property. At dusk they landed and worked their way feeding in a north-easterly direction along the grassed fairways 
close to the house, in a manner similar to the workings of Australian Ibis after rain. Peering into the ever-darkening 
night | waited for them to leave but there was no movement, so some days later | went out well after dark, wondering 
whether they had roosted in our trees....and there they were — in their hundreds — roosting in our many cypress. 


One month later they are still with us — although fewer. 


The presence of these herons has given me great joy — but considered pragmatically, | am wondering if these 
numbers are (a) unusual and (b) due to the very welcome rain. 


YH 


GEELONG NATURALIST Vol. 37 No.4 August 2001 


JULY DIARY 


[NERIS the 'Tales From a 


Hollow’ Geelong Naturalist 
September 2000? How the two 
Galahs dug themselves a nesting 
hollow but were evicted by a 
possum? Well the story 
continues — albeit in dairy form... 
along with a tree planting day in 
honour of the Olympic Games and 
other meanderings. 


6.8.00 Belmont Common 

Two with pain in the necks, not 
quite the right combination for a 
public tree planting. 

This was the beginning of the 
reclamation of the common by the 
people — a green revolution. 

We two planted grass until lunch 
then home to Aspro-clear! 

We were told later that 2000+ 
trees and grasses had been 
planted by more than 40 people. A 
pretty good result! 

Whilst working heard the calls of 
Grey Butcherbirds, Kookaburras 
and a Fan-tailed Cuckoo — just to 
remind one we were doing much 
more than just planting. 


7.8.00 Steiglitz 
Windy fine conditions. Travelling, 


Stopped to watch 2 Wedge-tailed 
Eagles hanging into the wind, yet 
moving forward imperceptibly. 
Flock of Little Corella ground 
feeding. A much larger flock, 
distant, white against a green hill, 
chased their shadows across its 
face. 

Into the bush, stringy-barks and 
heath plants to find a pair of 
Scarlet Robins, a White-throated 
Treecreeper and Yellow-rumped 
Thornbills. 

When we got our 'eyes in; 
Golden Grevilea seemed to be 
common. Flowering is usually 
Sparse but find good specimen 
covered with crowded yellow 
blossom, is well worth the search. 
The Hakea is another winter 
winner with its bunches of curly- 
looking white fragrant flowers. 
Brush against it, heath-walking, 
and you know its whereabouts. 


...Joe Hubbard 


A few Climbing Sundews were 
displaying single white cupped 
flowers with yellow centres. Well 
worth a stop and look. Elsewhere 
Scented Sundews, probably the 
pick of the bunch, were already 
well away. 


7.8.00 Newtown 

Heard the Little Raven but its call 
was different. A rapid Car-car-car 
interspersed with a shriller, louder 
CAR. There it was at the hollow, 
calling and pecking at the possum. 
About 5 minutes of this, then it flew 
away. 

8.8.00 

Morning 8.15, from the Raven's 
cypress, more of this excited 
calling. The two birds seemed to 
be attacking something, attracting 
an audience of very interested 
Pied Currawongs. Later in the 
morning, lower down in another 
tree, they were still worrying 
something — white belly — possum! 
9.8.00 

Front garden - corner tree — 
possum trapped near top by Little 
Raven and attendant Currawong. 
Witnessed possum fighting for life. 
Calling continuously, wings spread 
for balance, the Raven repeatedly 
lunged at the possum. It in turn 
would launch itself straight at the 
bird, forcing it to retreat. The 
possum defended itself for about 
20 minutes, desperately | thought. 
| was sure it would succumb to 
exhaustion but it was the Raven 
which gave up. 

10.8.00 

Raven at possum's hollow, head 
inside. Nothing happened for 
some minutes — must be done | 
thought — no reaction. Then 
Raven jerked backwards, then 
forward pecking, then backwards 
again. Possum was fighting 
back — vigorous defence. Raven 
soon flew away. 


13.8.00 You Yangs 
Afternoon walk, sunny but cool 


conditions, along Cressy Gully 
Road, around Barros Pit and 
return. 


At the Pit — good wetland — 
almost sure to see Swamp Harrier 
flying its beat. 

Another sure thing - the 
Bronzewing Pigeons — seeing you 
first — flap of wings — off. 

Near northern boundary good 
treed area — mature Yellow 
Gums — Boxes covered with buds. 
Nesting area for a raptor — so keep 
an eye out. 

Plenty of mistletoe — probably too 
much — and a male Mistletoebird. 

On to East Paddock, setting sun, 
some gums with flower, lovely 
wattles, distant Kangaroos, a 
happy Hare, Eastern Rosellas 
ground feeding with colours a 
standout, small flock of Jacky 
Winters, tails a-twitching and 6 
Diamond Firetails. 


27.8.00 Queenscliff 

It was our 40th anniversary and we 
determined to celebrate (albeit 
quietly) with lunch and browsing 
antique shops. 

As we approached Queenscliff 
late morning, noticed Ibis flocks 
flying inland from the sea. 

Throughout visit, conscious of 
flocks (100+ birds), and eye- 
catching. 

Watched a large milling flock over 
the sea, gaining height, until lines 
broke out to head landwards. No 
conventional V formation — huge 
curved bracket enclosing part of 


the sky. 


Distant lines of Ibis seemingly 
emerged from the sea, like drifting 
black smoke until eye could make 
out individual birds. 

A few White Ibis were in these 
great flocks. A small group formed 
the apex of an arrow, leading the 
100+ Strawnecks — outstanding! 

Later, just to show the power of 
one — a single White Ibis led 
another big flock. Crowd 
stopping — a crowd of 2, that is! 

At this time dark storm clouds 
were building up from the west. 
Against this wild backdrop, the 
flights continued — an inspiring 
spectacle. 


bs 
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A BIRD LIST OF TWO ? 


... Alban Lloyd-Jones 


Any member who comes back from a trip with a bird list of two species would have to be among the worst 
birdwatchers in the Club. Well, | must confess to that doubtful distinction - and | don't feel bad. 


The place was Point Addis on July 23 and 'she who holds the lunch basket' said it was not yet lunch time. So, 
let's try the Rufous Bristlebirds. We had seen two birds on July 13 about 100 m apart, but you know what 
happens when you try to repeat a triumph like that. 


We tried the boardwalk area and the gravel car park without luck and were about to go when | had a last scan 
of a highly likely place while | stood still in a dark shadow. What luck, one murky figure and then another two 
metres apart under Melaleuca on clear ground. We crept closer and they moved out into the bright sunshine 
for a moment and then moved on slowly. We followed them and they separated on either side of the track. As 
soon as we were between them the larger bird started a long call with a shorter reply from the other one. We 
would have liked to hear more but we retreated. The male ran across to his mate and they took up their search 
for food. So as not to distress them | did the same and we left. 


After lunch at The Basin we walked down to the cliffs to see the Peregrines, another sighting which | have not 
made for a couple of years. On the point of leaving with a bird list of one, two dark shapes flew overhead. 
Would you believe, two Black Falcons. No, they were not Peregrines, the breasts were absolutely unmarked 
with dark heads, dark bodies and the dihedral of their wings was wrong. | checked with our master 
birdwatcher, Gordon McCarthy and 'yes' he had seen one there. 


So, with a magnificent tally of two, who would continue counting after that. Quality, not quantity made a 
memorable day. 


Thank Von ... 


Over the Last few years Rosalina Smallwood has 
conscientiously collected relevant paper clippings 
for the club. This has been very useful in following 
up environmental issues and is a useful record to 
have. 


Rosalina ts taking a well earned rest ana we would 
Like to thank her for a job well done. 


If there ts any member who receives the papers daily 
and would be willing to take over from Rosalind 
please contact a committee member. 
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A LONGHORNED BORER - Phoracantha semipunctata (F) 
(Coleoptera: Cerambycidae) 


...by Dave King 


216/86 Church Street, Grovedale 3216 


Introduction 

The writer recently received two specimens of a beetle from our 
member botanist Winston Huggins, who requested their identification. 
It proved to be of interest because the writer had not previously 
encountered the species. Their identity was found to be the adult stage 
of a Longicorn beetle - Phoracantha semipunctata (F), the immature 
stages of which are borers, primarily found in standing dead or dying 
eucalypt trees or timber fallen to the ground. The subject specimens 
were found in a consignment of fire wood, a mixture of Eucalypt and 
Golden Wattle. Although they were discovered in the Wattle it is not 
without probability they may have migrated from the eucalypt logs. 


Although endemic to Australia and well known in timber entomology 
circles, it does not appear to be a serious threat to the Australian timber 
industry, Duffy,1963. It comes to light, however from a search of the 
literature that many countries that have introduced eucalypt species for 
commercial purposes, are experiencing problems with P. semipunctata 
larvae boring into standing trees and killing them, Hanks,1999. 
Countries experiencing such problems include U.S.A., Portugal, Spain, 
Italy, South Africa, Kenya and Zambia. 


From experience in California, a degree of biological control is being 
achieved by introduction of a suite of braconid wasps that parasitise 
the beetle eggs, Hanks, 1999. Such control is probably naturally 
exercised in Australia by our endemic braconids, but it is not clear why 
standing eucalypts in other countries should be subject to intense j 
attack whilst in Australia dead and fallen timber is the prime target. Phoracantha semipunctata 


Description 

The adult P. semipunctata may be described as a typical longicorn beetle. Its extraordinary long antenna is a 
prominent feature (see illustration above), each is inserted on a protuberance that is partially encompassed by the eye. 
A feature of the antenna is the series of spines situated at the distal end of several segments. Placed laterally on each 
side of the prothorax is a protuberance surmounted by a spine. Dorsal surfaces of the head and prothorax are 
tubercular and dark reddish brown colour. Legs are red-brown, with the posterior pair distinctly longer than the other 
legs. Each tibia carries a pair of spurs at their distal end. 


The elytra (wing covers) extend to cover all but the three posterior abdominal segments. Each elytron is punctate 
over the entire surface, the more distinct over the anterior half. Colour is dark reddish brown with cream patches. 
Terminally the elytron is developed into a pair of spines. The elytra tend to be increasingly hirsute toward the posterior 
area. 


Natural History 

In Australia the female invariably lays her eggs in cracks or holes on dead or dying eucalypts, Britton, 1970. 
Oviposition occurs from March to November, Duffy, 1963. The larvae on hatching, bore into the wood using well 
developed mandibles. It is off-white in colour and grub like in appearance, cylindrical, with an enlarged prothorax. 
They are susceptible to desiccation, so moist conditions are necessary in the dead timber to ensure their survival. 
Pupation takes place several centimetres into the wood, and lasts for some ten days, Duffy, 1963. Adults are usually 
active at night during the period September to April. 


References i 
Britton, E.B. (1970) Coleoptera in - The Insects of Australia, C.S.I.R.O., Melbourne University Press, Melbourne. 
Duffy, E.A.J. (1963) A Monograph of the Immature Stages of Australian Timber Beetles, British Museum, London. 
Hanks, L.M. et al (1999) Biological Control of Longhorned Borers in California, www.ent.iastate.edu/entsoc/ncb99/prog/abs/95 
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CONSENSUS STATEMENT ON 
VICTORIA'S MARINE NATIONAL PARKS SYSTEM 


.. Tim Allen 


Marine and Coastal Community Network 


[Following the positive response to the proposal for joint position statement concerning Victoria's proposals for marine 
national parks, the following statement will be released this week. The aim of the statement is to present a unified 
position to all Victorian politicians.] 


We the undersigned conservation, scientific and tourism groups believe that Victoria's unique coastal waters deserve 
and need the protection that will be given by a system of fully protected marine national parks. The State Government 
and Opposition must work together to ensure that this is established in the Spring 2001 session of State Parliament. 


We *he undersigned expect our State Politicians to: 


° Recognise that Victoria's park system has been built on the bipartisan support of the main peties parties over 
the past 30 years. 
e Fully implement, as a bare minimum, the marine national park and marine sanctuary Jess of the 


independent government advisory body, the Environment Conservation Council. These cover only 6.296 of the 
State's coastal waters and should be established before the end of 2001. 

e Recognise and advocate that the State's coastal waters are held in trust for all current and future Victorians. 
Work together to develop an independent, expert-based process to assess commercial fishers' eligibility and 
claims for assistance in adjusting to the implementation of the parks. 

° Ensure that the community receives a fair and equitable return for its investment in expanded enforcement 
provisions that are for the benefit of the seafood industry. This requires that the implementation of these 
expanded provisions only occur after the establishment of the marine national park system. 

e Ensure that the proposed parks and marine sanctuaries are protected from targeted exploitation prior to their 
establishment. 


We the undersigned reaffirm that: 

° The main reason for declaring a system of marine national parks agi marine sanctuaries is to protect the 
integrity, qualities and function of a representative set of marine ecosystems. Such a system would greatly 
benefit biodiversity conservation. 


e Positive outcomes to commercial and recreational fisheries are a secondary and incidental benefit of the marine 
national parks and marine sanctuaries. 
° The ECC's marine national park and marine sanctuary proposals are based on sound scientific principles, 


studies and knowledge. They are the result of 9 years of investigation, 6 reports, 6 periods of formal public 
discussion, and 4,500 public submissions. 


e Fishing would be allowed to continue in more than 93% of Victoria's coastal waters. 

° The proposals have already involved extensive compromise to accommodate the concerns of fishers and fishing 
communities. 

° To provide certainty to all marine users, and to ensure that the complete system is established, we do not 


support staged implementation of the marine national parks system. 
Signed for and on behalf of: 
[See list of organisations next page.] 


Tim Allen 

Victorian Coordinator 

Marine and Coastal Community Network 
10 Parliament Place 

East Melbourne Victoria 3002 
Australia 

Ph:Int *61 3 9650 4846 

Fax: Int +613 9654 6843 

Mobile: 0407 519 395 

Email: mccnvic@ozemail.com.au 


(Continued on page 8) 


(Continued from page 7) 
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[Tim Allen signed the Consensus Statement on behalf of:] 


Conservation Interests 

Aireys Inlet District Association 

ANGAIR 

Anglesea Coast Action 

Australian Conservation Foundation 
Australian Marine Conservation Society 
Bairnsdale & District Field Naturalists' Club 
Beaumaris Conservation Society Inc. 

Black Rock and Sandringham Conservation 
Association 

Concerned Citizens of East Gippsland 
Dolphin Research Institute 

Environment Victoria 

Field Naturalists' Club of Victoria 

Friends of Edwards Point 

Friends of Mallacoota 

Friends of Mud Islands 

Friends of the Bay of Islands Coastal Park 
Friends of the Bluff 

Friends of the Marine Discovery Centre 
Friends of the Otway National Park 
Geelong Bushwalking Club 

Geelong Environment Council 

Geelong Field Naturalists' Club 

Humane Society International 

Inverloch Residents and Ratepayers Association 
Jan Juc Coast Action 

Mallacoota Coast Action 

Otway Ranges Environment Network 
Otway Ranges Walking Tracks Association 
Peninsula Environment Council 

Phillip Island Conservation Society 

Port Phillip Conservation Council 
Shoreham Foreshore Reserve Committee of 
Management 

Snowy River Coast Action 

South Eastern Peninsula Residents Association 
South Gippsland Conservation Society 


Surfers Appreciating Natural Environment 

Surfrider Foundation Melbourne Branch 

Surfrider Foundation - Mornington Peninsula Branch 
Surfrider Foundation Torquay Branch 

Swan Bay Environment Association 

Swan Bay Integrated Catchment Management Committee 
The Wilderness Society 

Torquay Coast Action 

Victorian National Parks Association 

Warrnambool Field Naturalists' Club 

Westernport and Peninsula Protection Council 
World Wide Fund for Nature 

Nepean Conservation Society 

Education Interests 

Cape Bridgewater Marine Ecology Centre 

Marine Education Society of Australasia 


Scientific Interests 
Australian Marine Sciences Association (Victoria) 


Tourism, Diving Businesses, Clubs and Interests 
Academy of Scuba 

Aquanats Dive Club 

Associated Divers 
Australian Underwater Scuba Instructors & Queenscliff Dive 
Centre 

Dive Experience 

Diving Headquarters 

Dive Industry of Victoria Association 

Diveline 

Dive Victoria 

Divers Alert Network 

East Gippsland Underwater Naturalists Group 
Ecotourism Association of Australia 

International Dive Centres Pty Ltd (Rye Beach) 
Polperro Dolphin Swims 

Sportdiving Magazine & Dive Log Australasia 


The Marine and Coastal Community Network (MCCN) works to increase Australians’ understanding, appreciation, 
management and protection of marine and coastal environments and their biodiversity. It does this by initiating and 
supporting community involvement in marine and coastal conservation efforts including government programs, and 
by providing information and opinion to MCCN participants from a variety of sources. 

The MCCN is a national program administered by the Australian Marine Conservation Society. It is supported by 
the Federal Government's Marine Program. We have a Regional Coordinator in each State and the Northern 
Territory. 

To receive the Network's free national and state newsletters, Waves' and 'Regional Ripples', email your details to 


mccnet@ozemail.com.au 


GEELONG NATURALIST Vol. 37 No. 4 August 2001 9 


Marine National Park Meetings ... Tim Allen 


Thank you to those of you who were able to attend last month's meetings in Queenscliff and Geelong. There was very good 
attendance at both meetings. This was very encouraging and again highlights the depth of community support for the 
proposed parks in the region. " 


The meetings were successful in forming two working groups to help organise local campaign strategies for the Port Phillip 
Heads and Point Addis Marine National Parks. Obviously people who were unable to attend the initial meetings are more 
than welcome to attend subsequent meetings. 


The Point Addis group met 11 July at the ANGAIR Office in Anglesea, while the Port Phillip Heads group plans to meet 
Thursday 19 July at the Neighbourhood House. Further groups are being established along the coast. A meeting is planned 
with about 40 people in Inverloch in South Gippsland, with future meetings planned for Warrnambool, Portland, Bairnsdale 
and the Mornington Peninsula. 


There was strong support for getting the Queenscliff and Point Addis groups to meet together during the past weeks. 


Following are some campaign ideas that were discussed at the meetings. Please feel free to use these as the basis for 
discussions at meetings. The main aim of the campaign at this stage is to improve the level of balanced debate in the local 
press, and to lobby the State Government to have the legislation reintroduced to State Parliament in the Spring Session. 
Parliament resumes in mid August. As we all realise, time is now of the essence. If the legislation is not reintroduced into 
the Spring Session (which runs till the end of November), there is no telling when the issue will be resolved. It could be 
delayed until after the next State election. 


Ideas Discussed: 


Regional Campaign: 


Hold regular meetings of working groups to work through park campaign strategies and monitor progress on the 
issue. 

Maintain a positive profile for the issue in the regional press, particularly the letters sections of local newspapers. 
Respond to every letter opposing the parks with either a direct response rebutting opponents, or write letters in 
support of the parks. 

Organise a delegation of people to speak with the Geelong Advertiser from key groups. Groups to decide on the 
appropriate people, but suggestions include lan Edwards, Joan Lindros, Dive Industry Rep., Surf Coast Shire Rep., 
Geelong Otway Tourism Rep. Letter to be sent first? Trevor Pescott. 

Facilitate broad support for the consensus statement amongst regional groups. 

Identify a range of positive news stories for the local media in the weeks preceding the resumption of State 
Parliament e.g. hand-over of the joint statement to local politicians. 

Organise follow-up letters and meetings with local politicians. For example, lan Edwards from Jan Juc Coast Action 
has held meetings with Alister Paterson and Gary Spry last week. 

Where appropriate, facilitate supporting statements from local government for the proposed parks. 

Hold a regional conference or workshop. 

Organise a local event to attract media interest e.g. sand sculpture event, seadragon and cuttlefish puppets at the 
proposed parks, surfs arranged in an S.O.S. formation (as an acronym for Save Our Seas). 

Facilitate local school support for the proposed parks by having schools nominate icon marine species for the 
proposed parks. 


Statewide Campaign: 


Finalise the Consensus Statement and distribute to regional groups. 

Mobilising a group of prominent supporters e.g. Valerie Taylor, Tim Winton, Shane Gould, Gerard Healy, Jessie 
Martin. Seek to involve prominent surfers. 

Phone and email campaign to the Premier's office. 

Possible Melbourne rally (although support for this was not strong — it was felt that a local rally might gain better 
regional press) 

Possible local event linked to similar events at other proposed parks e.g. sand sculpture event, sail through the parks 
by Jessie Martin. Local events will attract more local support, and would gain better regional press. 

Public polling to gauge the level of community support for the proposals. 


Questions: 


How often should meetings of the groups be held? Who will be responsible for facilitating the meetings? 
How can we diversify support for the parks across the community? 

What will be the most effective activities in the forthcoming weeks to help bring the issue back onto the political 
agenda? 

What further information do people require to debate the issue in the local press? 
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An illustrated talk given at the General Meeting, July 3rd, 2001 
by Raymond Gibson 
FAUNA SURVEY GROUP of the Field Naturalists Club of Victoria 


...Roy Whiteside 


The FNCV was founded in 1880 and for most of the time since it has been publishing the Victorian Naturalist. 

The Fauna Survey Group is one of a number of special interest groups that commenced in 1959. The name was 
changed to the Mammal Survey Group in 1966 but since 1988 the original title was restored to widen the scope of the 
group to include reptiles and amphibians. The group holds monthly meetings and has a very active field survey 
programme. Raymond joined the group in 1972 with a strong desire to preserve native fauna after learning of the loss 
and diminution of some species since early settlement. 


Some examples of recent surveys. 


Cobboboonee State Forest (W. Vic). Forests in this region were subject to the Regional forest agreement. The 
Environment Protection Authority and the Portland Field Naturalists Club contacted the Fauna Survey Group to 
augment the need for conservation in that region. Traps were set over a number of nights, the total being 546 trap- 
nights. Data was recorded in tabular form of the number of each species of mammal (or reptiles etc.) captured or 
observed in a particular area. Capture was in the form of traps, pits and bat traps. Examples of animals caught in traps 
were Long-nosed Potoroo, Southern Brown Bandicoot, Agile Antechinus and Swamp Antechinus. These animals are 
vulnerable to foxes. 


Narrawong State Forest (W. Vic.) A recent survey was carried out over a week and coveried three sites. This survey 
included skinks and other reptiles in addition to mammals. 


Black Range Easter Camp (South of Stawell). Another survey at the invitation of 'Landcare' in April 2000 was carried 
out in nine locations that were mainly on private properties. Habitat consists of Yellow Box, Swamp Gum and Stringy 
Bark 


Examples of animals captured included Southern Brown Bandicoots, Yellow-footed Antechinus and a good 
representation of skinks and geckos. It was pleasing to see that some original habitat had returned to the area and 
animals had therefore moved back. The preservation of fallen logs had contributed to preservation, for instance, of the 
Yellow-footed Antechinus. 

Rushworth Forest This was one of the sites chosen to study the Brush-tailed Phascogale. 

Christmas Hills (near Yarra Glen) 


SURVEY METHODS: 
TRAPS - A permit is required to catch animals in cages. 


tk (a) Elliot Trap. This is a folding aluminium trap which is baited usually with a mixture of oatmeal, peanut 
butter and honey. Meat is sometimes used as an alternative bait for carnivorous animals. 


(b) Cage Trap. This needs a cover to protect from rain and a base to make the trapped animal comfortable. It 
is usually set in the evening and examined for trapped animals in the morning. The trap is also checked several 
times during daytime. This type of trap can capture brush-tailed Phascogales. 


Recorded data typically involves Weight, Sex, Size (in bats, the length of the fore-arm is measured) and 
breeding condition. 


2). Spot-lighting Animals are less disturbed where a red filter is used. Their eyes reflect the red light well. 
Bandicoots and Leadbeaters Possums are easy to observe as well as very small mammals such as Pigmy 
Possums and Feather-tailed Gliders on Banksias. Results are recorded in terms of as the number of animals per 
sq km. 


Pit fall traps are usually 20 litre buckets sunk into the ground with a drift-net fence located so that animals can 
be funnelled into these traps. These are meant for small mammals like the New Holland Mouse, Pigmy Possum 
and small reptiles. 
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9. 


The ta 
Group 


Stag watching (A stag is a dead tree with hollows) 

This involves the technique of observing trees with hollows from a good vantage point and watching the 
movements of animals usually at dusk. Leadbeater's Possums usually move down to the under-storey, Gliders 
usually go up the tree first and then glide away. Most possums travel up and down from a hollow and also 
come down to ground level. In the- warmer months animals are usually more active in their search for food. 
Results are given in terms of the percentage of stags in which a particular mammal species is observed. 


Nest boxes are a good survey tool for animals like the Brush-tailed Phascogale. A series of 92 nest boxes was 
installed in the Rushworth Forest in 1992 by Barry Trail with the assistance of the Australian Trust for 
Conservation Volunteers. Examination of a scat left in one of the nest boxes (with a 35 mm entrance hole) 
proved that the Brush-tailed Phascogale was present in the area. Nest boxes with smaller holes attract sugar 
gliders. Bees can be a problem in some nest boxes. It is important for a nest box to have good insulation to keep 
it cooler in hot weather. A picture was shown of a family of sugar gliders in a nest-box placed in an old Iron-bark 
tree. The nest was lined mainly with feathers. 


Bat Traps. To trap, e.g., Bent-wing Bats — a cave dwelling species — and Forest Bats being the most common 
in Southern Victoria. 


Examination of Scats 
Direct observation consists of examining hair etc. 


Hair Tubes. These are baited to attract animals. Sticky tape on these tubes catches hair that is examined by a 
scientist to identify the particular animal. Evidence of a Spotted-tailed Quoll was found in a survey carried out 
near Portland using this method. 


Daylight Observations are also made to record the presence of some fauna species. 


Ik concluded with slides of the following fauna that have been identified in the survey work of the Fauna Survey 


MAMMALS 

Long-nosed Potoroo, Long-nosed Bandicoot, Southern Brown Bandicoot, Agile Antechinus, Swamp Antechinus, 
Yellow-footed Antechinus, Dusky Antechinus, 

Common Dunnart, Fat-tailed Dunnart, White-footed Dunnart, Brush-tailed Phascogale, New Holland Mouse, Smoky 
Mouse, Heath Rat, Silky Mouse, Broad-toothed Rat, Bush Rat, Swamp Rat, Western Pigmy Possum, Eastern Pigmy 
Possum, Little Forest Bat, Chocolate Bat, Sugar Glider, Squirrel Glider, Feather-tailed Glider, Common Brushtail 
Possum, Mountain Brushtail Possum, Yellow-bellied Glider, Greater Glider and Leadbeater's Possum. 


SKINKS 
Common Scaly-foot Lizard, Legless Lizard and Jacky Lizard. 


FROG 


Eastern Banjo Frog (Pobblebonk). 


Barry 


Lingham gave a vote of thanks to the speaker. 
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EXCURSION REPORT 
SWAN & SAND ISLANDS 
15 July, 2001 


Twenty people ventured forth on a 
cool July morning to explore the 
'remote' Swan Island. Although the 
island is only about 1 kilometre from 
Queenscliff, getting access is not 
easy. Permits must be obtained 
from the DNRE who oversee 
management of access to sensitive 
habitat, the Department of Defence 
who allow only golfers and bona 
fide bird observers access to the 
island and also the Golf Course 
who have the right to refuse entry to 
the course on tournament days etc. 


Having successfully negotiated the 
permit trail, the GFNC troop pooled 
cars and travelled to the car park at 
the golf course. We then moved off 
to follow the eastern edge of the 
golf course. This section abuts the 
saltmarsh vegetation of Stingaree 
Bay. 


The golf course has been 
constructed on the slightly elevated 
areas formed from sand bars 
deposited long ago. These sands 
have formed low dunes running 
roughly from southwest to 
northeast. 


In the sheltered zones between the 
sand hills, good examples of 
coastal scrub communities were 
noted. The dominant tree is the 
Moonah Melaleuca lanceolata, 
which grows up to 15 metres high in 
places. The gnarled and twisted 
trunks and branches were very 
impressive. The Coast Beard-heath 
Leucopogon parviflora, also grows 
to 5 metres in this area, making it a 
small tree rather than smaller 
bushes noted between Point 
Lonsdale and Breamlea. The 
Wirlida Acacia retinodes grows in 
the area. This plant sometimes 
hosts the scarce Wire-leaf 
Mistletoe. 


The whole island is surrounded. by 
wetlands and saltmarsh. The 
stands of Shrubby Glasswort 
Sclerostegia arbuscula, are 
extensive and healthy, growing to 
two metres high. It is these plants 
that are the main food source of the 


... Barry Lingham 


Orange-bellied Parrot (OBP) when 
it arrives on the island around mid- 
winter after moving on from the 
Connewarre system. 


Other food sources of the OBP 
noted on Swan Island were Beaded 
Glasswort Sarcocornia 
Quinqueflora, Sea Heath Frankenia 
pauciflora, and Austral Seablite 
Suaeda Australis. |n the past, the 
parrots have been noted feeding on 
some introduced grasses on the 
golf course. 


The swampy areas were inhabited 
by large numbers of White-faced 
Herons. Many were seen on the 
eastern edge and a flock of 55 was 
noted on the western side. Swamp 
Harriers patrolled the water edges, 
looking for small mammals or 
unwary birds. A calling Fan-tailed 
Cuckoo perched in a Moonah and 
allowed most people a good view. 


Towards the north end beyond the 
golf course, a large mob of Eastern 
Grey Kangaroos was noted 
bounding off into the scrub. We 
had scenic views across to Duck 
Island and Edwards Point, with 
Royal Spoonbills and also Yellow- 
billed Spoonbills, feeding in the 
shallows. Tracks indicated that the 
kangaroos regularly travelled to 
Duck Island at low tide. 


We returned via the western side of 
the island which is flatter and more 
exposed to the prevailing winds. 
The scleristagia directly west of the 
Clubhouse is usually the best 
habitat for OBPs, but none were 
sighted on our trip. 


The morning walk was about 6 kms, 
so members were glad to travel 
over to Sand Island and rest under 
the Beard-heath for lunch. The 
lagoon in Sand Island gave good 
views of Little Egrets, Great Egret, 
Chestnut & Grey Teal, Pied 
Oystercatchers and Black Swan. A 
quick walk past the ‘Cut’ to the 
Ferry wharf area was pleasant, but 
generally unproductive for birds and 
plants. 


Some members travelled on to 
Freshwater Swamp (Clows Lane) to 
view the waterfowl. The swamp is 
very full at the moment, and most 
birds were difficult to view into the 
western sun, but Musk Duck, large 
numbers of coot and teal were 
noted. The area now has a gate 
installed to prevent vehicle access 
from the road. A weary but happy 
bunch headed home around 4.00 
pm. 


Bird List (Swan Island/Sand island) 


Hoary-headed Grebe 
Australian Grebe 
Australian Pelican 
Australian Gannet 

Great Cormorant 

Pied Cormorant 

Little Black Cormorant 
Little Pied Cormorant 
White Faced Heron 
Great Egret 

Little Egret 

White Ibis 

Straw-necked Ibis 

Royal Spoonbill 
Yellow-billed Spoonbill 
Black Swan 

Pacific Blackduck 

Grey Teal 

Chestnut Teal 

Marsh Harrier 

Pied Oystercatcher 
Masked Lapwing (breeding) 
Silver Gull 

Pacific Gull 

Caspian Tern 

Crested Tern 

Spotted Turtle Dove 
Galah 

Fan-tailed Cuckoo 
Horsfield's Bronze-Cuckoo 
Common Skylark 
Welcome Swallow 
Blackbird 

Grey Fantail 

Willie Wagtail 

Superb Fairy-wren 
White-browed Scrubwren 
Brown Thornbill 
Yellow-rumped Thornbill 
Red Wattlebird 
Spiny-cheeked Honeyeater 
Singing Honeyeater 
New Holland Honeyeater 
White-fronted Chat 
Common Starling 
Magpie-lark 

Australian Magpie 

Little Raven 
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MID-WEEK BIRD GROUP EXCURSION REPORT 


21 June, 2001 


Te twelve members who turned 


up were very fortunate to have 
Margaret Cameron leading. She 
has been surveying the area for 
many years and has been part of 
the group advising Alcoa and 
Cheetham on the management of 
the [Point Henry] wetlands and 
saltworks. 


We went first to the Hays Road 
remnant eucalypt woodland which 
is being regenerated. We 
recorded about 20 species in this 
area including the resident Noisy 
Miners, Black-shouldered Kite, 
Kestrel, Swamp Harrier, Eastern 
Rosella, and Flame Robin 
(regularly seen here during the 
colder months). 


The beach and wetlands along 
Windmill Road provided excellent 
sightings of Great Egret, Yellow- 


something a bit more interesting 
until viewed through the ‘scope. 
Many White-faced Herons were 
seen feeding, roosting and on the 
wing. 


The CPL Pond and other 
freshwater habitat, created by 
factory run-off and treated sewage, 
gave us our first sighting of 
ducks — Chestnut Teal, Pacific 
Black Duck and Shovellers. This 
area also contained Cormorants 
(Little Pied, Little Black and Great), 
Black Swan, Purple Swamphen, 
Spotted Crake, Black-fronted 
Dotterel (a beautiful clear first 
sighting for one member), 
Whistling Kite, and wonderful close 
views of Hoary-headed Grebe in a 
channel. A raptor flew into a tree 
near a nest and then became 
invisible, so not identified. There 
were many small birds in the 
Samphire shrubs and reeds - Little 


...Polly Cutcliffe 


Skylarks were singing overhead. 


Next stop was the ornamental 
pond near the Alcoa works, home 
to a family of Australasian Grebes. 
Craig's telescope and his 
clarification of the differences 
between Australasian and Hoary- 
headed Grebes in non-breeding 
plumage were much appreciated. 


To round the morning off, Margaret 
took us to the freshwater swamp 
near the Point and adjacent to the 
Alcoa conveyor belt. Crakes are 
seen here but weren't on this 
occasion. However, Superb Fairy- 
wrens, Cisticolas and Little 
Grassbirds were very much in 
evidence. The Peregrines 
regularly seen by some members 
couldnt be found; Silver Gulls 
were omnipresent! 


In all, we identified 62 species; we 
learnt a great deal about the area; 
and the weather stayed fine, if a 
little chilly at times! 


Many thanks to Margaret for 
leading the outing, and for sharing 
her knowledge of the Point Henry 
area. 


billed and Royal Spoonbill, Hoary- 
headed Grebe, Avocet and 
Banded Stilt. An immature Pacific 
Gull out in the bay looked 


Grassbird, 


Greenfinches 


NEXT MID-WEEK BIRD GROUP 
EXCURSION 
QUEENSCLIFF GOLF COURSE 


Thursday, 16 August, 2001 


The next mid-week outing will be to the Queenscliff Golf 
Course on Swan Island on Thursday 16 August, to look 
for Orange Bellied Parrots (OBPs). We saw them there 
at this time last year and we're hoping to do the same 
again this year — no guarantees! If we aren't successful 
the Golf Course offers a variety of other bird life. 


Meet at 8.30 am at the Bird Hide Belmont Common, or 
9.00 am at the Swan Island security gate Bridge Street, 
Queenscliff. Bring morning tea, finish about midday. 


Enquiries: Polly Cutcliffe Ph. 5244 0182 


Cisticola, 
Fieldwren, Superb Fairy-wren; and 


Striated: 


looking quite 
beautiful in the bright sunshine. P 


EMU-WRENS AT BARWON DOWNS 
...John James 


had a lovely surprise the other day to see a single 
Emu-wren in our valley (Callahan's Creek). It was my 
first sighting since 1997. Such a little soul, not as big as 
the Superb Fairy-wren in the body, but with a longer tail, 
which looks as if itis made up of Emu feathers. 


Graham Pizzey says in his field guide that 'it has six tail 
feathers, and that no known bird has fewer tail feathers.’ 


| know it was a male, because | could see its lavender- 
blue throat clearly. How a tiny elfin creature can survive 
the trials and tribulations of living here is beyond me. 


| am keeping my fingers crossed because a White 
Goshawk took up residence here a few weeks ago, and 
no doubt would relish such a tasty morsel. 
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BIRD GROUP REPORT 
17 July, 2001 


Speaker: Chris Tsaros 
Birds of the Bendigo District 


(Cis has been involved in many 
projects, including the Swift Parrot 
surveys, and is currently working 
as an officer for Land for Wildlife 
through the DNRE. 


Chris grew up in Strathfieldsaye 
via Bendigo before completing a 
Masters degree at Deakin 
University. From about the age of 
eight, birds have fascinated Chris 
and he has an extensive 
knowledge of the birds of central 
Victoria. 


Chris began his talk by noting 
some birds that are now extinct 
from the Bendigo region. They 
include the Magpie Goose, the 
Bustard which once lived on the 
grassy plains and the Mallee Fowl 
that was still in the area around the 
beginning of the 20^ century. 


Several other species have 
declined in numbers and are 
threatened with extinction from this 
region. The Bush Stone Curlew 
still inhabits some areas where 
fallen branches provide protection 
from predators such as foxes, but 
few pairs remain. 


Brolgas can be found at certain 
swamps, but only a handful still 
survive around Bendigo. The 
Grey-crowned Babbler is found in 
family groups in several places, 
but the populations are fragmented 
and numbers are declining. There 
has been a 28% drop in numbers 
near Lake Eppalock in the past 7 
years. 


Other rarely sighted birds include 
Swift Parrots, Painted Honeyeaters 
(seen in Yellow Gum woodland in 
the spring or summer) and Square- 
tailed Kites that have only been 
noted from three observations. 


Many species are seasonal 
migrants to the Bendigo area. 
Spring/Summer migrants include 
the Shining Bronze-Cuckoo, 


...Barry Lingham 


Horsfield's Bronze-Cuckoo, Fan- 
tailed Cuckoo, Mistletoebird, 
White-winged Triller, Pallid 
Cuckoo, Rufous Whistler, Masked 
and White-browed Woodswallows, 
Rufous Songlark, Olive-backed 
Oriole and Sacred Kingfisher. 


Autumn/Winter migrants include 
Crimson Rosella, Pink Robin, 
Rose Robin, Flame Robin, Scarlet 
Robin, Bassian Thrush and Pied 
Currawong. 


The Mandurang State Forest is a 
great place to find many interesting 
species. Birds that may be seen 
here include Yellow-tufted, 
Fuscous, White-naped and White- 
plumed Honeyeaters; Noisy and 
Little Friarbirds plus Musk, Purple- 
crowned and Rainbow Lorikeets. 


Vagrants include Turquoise Parrot, 
Rufous Fantail and White-throated 
Nightjar. 


In the Box/Ironbark forests can be 
found Buff-rumped, Brown, 
Chestnut-rumped, Inland, Yellow- 
rumped and Yellow Thornbills; 
Painted Button-Quail, Weebill, 
Superb and Variegated Fairy-wren; 
Grey Fantail, Silvereye, Spotted 
and Striated Pardalote plus the 
Red-capped Robin. 


Birds that can be found all year 
round include Dusky 
Woodswallow, Diamond Firetail, 
White-throated and Brown 
Treecreeper; Crested Bellbird, 
Jacky Winter, Black-faced and 
White-bellied Cuckoo-shrike; Grey 
Butcherbird, White-winged 
Chough, White-browed Babbler, 
Common and Brush Bronzewing; 
Red Wattlebird, White-eared and 
Blue-faced Honeyeater; Powerful 
Owl, Boobook, Tawny Frogmouth 
and Owlet Nightjar. 


Some bird species are more 
common to the north of the area. 
They include Hooded Robin, Pied 
Butcherbird, Mallee Ringneck, 
Chestnut-crowned Babbler, Spiny- 
cheeked Honeyeater, Brown 
Songlark, Little Button-quail and 


the Plains Wanderer. 


The Bendigo area has several 
swampy wetlands as well as 
sewerage treatment facilities and 
lake areas. Chris spoke of many 
water birds that can be found at 
these sites, including the Tang 
Tang Swamp, which is one of his 
favourite spots. 


The Australian (Spotted) Crake, 
Spotless Crake, Lewin's Rail, Buff- 
banded Rail and Baillon's Crake 
can all be found in the region. 
Red-necked Avocet, Red-kneed 
Dotterel plus many other wader 
species can be found. 


Common raptor species of the 
region include Wedge-tailed Eagle, 
Brown Falcon, Australian Hobby, 
Black-shouldered Kite and 
Whistling Kite. 


The Bendigo area has some of 
the best Box Ironbark woodland 
left in Victoria plus grassy 
plains and wetlands. It hosts 
bird species found in the south, 
but also birds from the more 
arid inland areas. This 
combination makes the region 
one of the favourite places for 
many birdwatchers. 


Thanks to Chris for passing on 
the details of the Bendigo birds 
and the places to go and try to 
find them. Thanks also to Ted 
Shimba who provided many of 
the magnificent slides of the 
birds discussed by Chris. 


Next month's speaker 


Trevor Pescott will bring us up to 
date with the results of the "Reedy 
Lake Survey”. Many GFNC 
members have assisted Trevor to 
undertake regular surveys of this 
local wetland. Water levels at the 
lake are controlled via a weir. The 
surveys are to establish the effects 
of allowing Reedy Lake to dry out. 


» 
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BIRD OBSERVATIONS JULY 2001 


-- compiled by John Bottomley 


Observations were submitted by (BAt) Bryant Attwood, (BH) Brian Hart, (CMo) Craig Morley, (GMc) Gordon McCarthy, 
(HS) Hans Streefkerk, (JB) John Bottomley, (JCa) Jocelyn Calvert, (JH) Joe Hubbard, (JN) John Newman, (MC) Mike 
Carter, (ME) Murray Edmonds, (MAC) Margaret Cameron, (PB) Peter Bright, (PSt) Pat Steefkerk, (RBa) Ray 
Baverstock, (RBu) Rohan Bugg, (RG) Rob Ganly, (RP) Bob Preston, (VLJ) Valerie Lloyd-Jones. 


Species No. Date Comments Observer 
Blue-billed Duck 100+ 23/06/01 Portarlington sewage facility. PB 
Musk Duck 57 23/06/01  Portarlington sewage facility. PB 
Australian Shoveller 120+ 23/06/01 Portarlington sewage facility. PB 
Pink-eared Duck 200 13/04/01  Portarlington sewage facility. PB 
Hardhead 100+ 13/07/01 Swan Bay. i RBa 
White-necked Heron 1 29/06/01 Geelong-Ballan Road north of Staceys Road. JB 
3 4/07/01 ^ Geelong. Anakie Road. VLJ 
2 8/07/01 Barrabool Road at Colac Road. BAt 
1 1/07/01 Portarlington. PB 
Cattle Egret 207 6/06/01 Lake Lorne, Drysdale. PB 
50+ 1/07/01 ^ Geelong-Ballan Rd near Moorabool Stn. JB, JCa 
30 9/07/01 Werribee Open Range Zoo. RBu 
nearly 17/07/01 Marshall. East of town. RP 
200 : 
Australasian Bittern 9 30/06/01 Reedy Lake. JB, JCa, 
MAC 
1 30/06/01 Belmont Common. MC 
1 8/07/01 Lake Gherang. JN 
Yellow-billed Spoonbill 13 29/06/01  Moolap Salt Works. JB, BH 
4 8/07/01 ^ Barrabool Road at Colac Road. BAt 
3 14/07/01  Geelong-Ballan Road north of Staceys Road. JB, JCa 
Swamp Harrier 2 9/07/01 Werribee Open Range Zoo. RBu 
Brown Goshawk 1 1/07/01 Portarlington. PB 
Grey Goshawk 1 22/06/01 Newtown. A white morph. JH 
1 13/07/01 Torquay. A white morph. JN 
Wedge-tailed Eagle 2 1/07/01 Portarlington. PB 
Little Eagle 5 1/07/01 Portarlington. PB 
2 16/07/01 Geelong College Prep. School. Mating display. RG 
Australian Hobby 1 21/06/01 Newtown. Eating what appeared to be a Red JH 
Wattlebird. 
1 14/05/01 Newtown near Kardinia Park. Seen six further times CMo 
until 11/07/01. 
1 1/07/01 Portarlington. PB 
Peregrine Falcon 2 11/07/01 Point Henry. Elaborate mating display. Seen mating on RG 
17/07. 
Buff-banded Rail 2 11/07/01 Werribee Open Range Zoo. RBu 
Black-tailed Native-hen 2 17/07/01 Serendip. GMc 
Double-banded Plover 150 1/05/01 Sand Island. PB 
approx ‘ 
Hooded Plover 8 30/06/01 Black Rocks. GMc 
Red-kneed Dotterel 12 30/06/01  Blackgate Road, Breamlea. GMc 


Continued on page 16 
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Species 
Fairy Tern 
Crested Pigeon 


Little Corella 
Rainbow Lorikeet 


Australian King Parrot 
Blue-winged Parrot 
Pallid Cuckoo 


Fan-tailed Cuckoo 

Barn Owl 

Rufous Bristlebird 
Yellow-Rumped Thornbill 


Yellow Thornbill 
Spiny-cheeked 
Honeyeater 

Yellow-faced Honeyeater 


Black-chinned Honeyeater 
Jacky Winter 
Scarlet Robin 
Flame Robin 


Pink Robin 


" Crested Shrike-tit 
Golden Whistler 


Little Raven 
White-winged Chough 
Eurasian Tree Sparrow 
European Goldfinch 
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No. Date Comments Observer 
37 15/04/01 Mud Island. PB 
9 7/07/01 | Geelong-Bacchus Marsh Road near Barwon Prison. HS, PSt 
D 14/07/01 Werribee Open Range Zoo. RBu 
1500+ . 8/07/01 Ceres-Barrabool Road. BAt 
2 1/07/01  Portarlington. PB 
2 13/07/01 St. Leonards. PB 
6 12/07/01 Anglesea. Flying over the river. RBa 
40+ 30/06/01 Breamlea, Blackgate Road. PB 
1 End of Mt. Duneed. Regularly calling. ME, CMo 
June. 
1 12/07/01 Queens Park. An adult bird. BAt 
1 1/07/01  Portarlington. PB 
3+ 30/06/01 Point Addis. One pair engaged in courtship feeding. PB 
50 Last Mt. Duneed. ME, CMo 
week of 
June. 
2+ 26/06/01 Highton. Also seen 30/06/01 and 2/07/01 RBa 
2 1/07/01  Portarlington. PB. 
2 11/07/01 Werribee Open Range Zoo. Very rare in Werribee. RBu 
1 25/04/01 You Yangs. PB 
1 15/07/01 Buckley Falls car park. BAt 
3 15/07/01  DeMotts Rd, Anakie. 1 male, 1 female, one juvenile. JB, JCa 
5 29/06/01 Ocean Grove Nature Reserve. Three male and two GMc 
brown birds. 
6+ 1/07/01 Portarlington. PB 
3 14/07/01 Serendip. Brown birds. GMc 
1 1/07/01  Portarlington. PB 
1 10/07/01 Werribee Open Range Zoo. A brown bird. RBu 
1 15/07/01 Buckley Falls. A brown bird. BAt 
2 14/07/01 Serendip. GMc 
3 1/07/01 Belmont Common near golf club carpark. One male, BAt 
one female and one immature. 
1 10/07/01 Belmont Common near golf club carpark. A female. BAt 
1 13/07/01 Barwon River near rowing course start line. A female. BAt 
200+ . 23/06/01 Waurn Ponds on Anglesea Road. Flock flying west. RBa 
100+ . 19/05/01 You Yangs. Observed at various sites. JH 
12-15 1/07/01 Queenscliff near ferry slip. JCa, JB 
35 28/06/01 Anakie. On Brownes Road 3 kms east of town. JB 


NEW MEMBER 


Mrs Gwyn Wise 


We wish her a long and enjoyable 
association with our Club. 


GFNC OFFICE BEARERS (2000-2001) 


President Position vacant 

Vice-President Position vacant 

Secretary Alison Watson 5266 1087 aandpwatson@iprimus.com.au 
Treasurer Ray Baverstock 5243 7025 

Minute Secretary Donna Wood 5221 2956 woodies@jc.com.au 

Immediate Past President Barry Lingham 5255 4291  lingham.barry.k @ edumail.vic.gov.au 
Committee Member Bernie Franke 5224 1312 berkers@smartchat.net.au 


[n tt 


Claire Greenwell 5243 7047 cndgreenwell@myplace.net.au 
Diana Primrose 52501811 


i = Dick Southcombe 5243 3916 
E si Graeme Tribe 5255 2302 
z John Bottomley 5284 1554 johnbo@swift.net.au 


Honorary Librarian Position vacant 
Editor Claire Greenwell 5243 7047 Mobile 0416 006407 
" A (E-mail address) cndgreenwell@myplace.net.au 
SPECIAL INTEREST GROUP CONVENERS and GEELONG BIRD REPORT EDITOR 
Bio-diversity Group Frank Scheelings 52297494 
Bird Group Barry Lingham 5255 4291 
Plant Group Dick Southcombe 5243 3916 


Mammal Study Group Trevor Pescott 5243 4368 j 
Geelong Bird Report Marilyn Hewish (Pri) 03 5367 3196 (Bus) 03 9344 5715 


DISCLAIMER 


Responsibility for the accuracy of information and opinions expressed in this magazine 
rests with the author of the article. ‘Geelong Naturalist’ may be quoted without 


permission provided that acknowledgement of the club and the author is made. 


Geelong Field Naturalists Club Inc. 


The closing date for the next magazine will be Monday evening, 27 August, 2001. 
Early lodgement of articles (small & large) would be a great help - late copy may not be accepted. 
Hard copy or diskette to 4 White Street, Belmont, 3216 


Email: cndgreenwell@myplace.net.au 
Phone Claire: 03 5243 7047 or Mobile 0416 006407 


M ROSTERS | 
LIBRARY SUPPER MAILING 


AUG (Not applicable) (Not applicable) Claire Greenwell 


Jenny Drummond 


SEPT Sheila Silver Lily Sherwood - Polly Cutcliffe 
; Margaret Wadsworth 


Meetings start at 8.00 pm at: 


The Meeting Room behind the big hall at Clairvaux Catholic School, Reynolds Road, Belmont. 
Use the driveway between the big hall and the playing field. 


Printed by Ken Jenkin. 
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Geelong Vic 3220 


